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SUPERYACHT FACILITIES

Ligurian marina
opens new
superyacht moorings
by Robert Wilkes
What can compare to making port amongst the beau monde on the French
Riviera? Monaco, Cannes, St Tropez…the names are legendary. But it’s
virtually impossible to find berthing there in high season without a reservation
made months in advance. And once you’ve squeezed your stern in and set
your bow anchor, your privacy, peace and serenity may be rare and fleeting.
For a different experience, cruise just
40 nautical miles east from Monaco to
Loano on the sun-drenched Ligurian
coast. Enter the 1,000-slip Marina
di Loano and ease into an available
finger-pier berth. If you arrive in a yacht
up to 77m, you may be among the first
to enjoy the just-commissioned section
of the marina newly remodelled for
superyachts.
While Loano lacks the celebrity
glamour of Monaco or Cannes, this
new marina has its own allure. Marina
di Loano provides five-star service for
guests who appreciate tranquillity and

privacy. The marina is still new, having
just opened in 2011, and bills itself as ‘a
destination within a destination’.

Marina architecture
The facility is anchored by a
spectacular three-storey yacht club
centrally located in the marina. The
design and architecture of the yacht
club and surrounding facilities was
accomplished by the renowned
Florentine architect Guido Spadolini
of the firm Spadolini & Architetti.
Spadolini is himself an avid sailor, and
it shows. For anyone building a new
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Marina di Loano prior to its superyacht
extension. The marina offers five-star
service for guests who appreciate
tranquillity and privacy.
marina, Spadolini’s work will provide
inspiration and is a hard act to follow.
The large main lobby, stairwells and
promenade deck of the yacht club give
the illusion of being on a transatlantic
ocean liner. The pool on the top deck
is bracketed by dramatic fountains and
surrounded by substantial cruise ship
railings. A ‘control tower’ that serves
as the harbourmaster office rises two
storeys above the yacht club like the
bridge of the ship. The theme has been
tried before, but few have succeeded
as magnificently as Spadolini has at
Marina di Loano.

Port history
The plan for the Port of Loano was
originally designed in 1938 by naval
architect Filippo Bonfliglietti. Due to
the war, the works he designed were
not built until the 1950s. The massive
rubble-mound breakwater is 60m
wide, 6m high and 900m long, offering
protection from a 6m (20ft), 100-year
wave. A 300m long, 5m high inner pier
completes the basin. The breakwater
and inner pier offer excellent protection
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The walkway for the impressive pontoon
structures was built in a true arc to
complement the curved breakwaters.
to a steel truss and finished with
timber decking. The modules are
connected together with a rubber hinge.
Management felt they needed to go in a
different direction.

Specifically for
superyachts

from prevailing winds and weather. A
70m wide, 5m deep entrance channel
is accessed from the east.
Originally designed to support a
fishing fleet of about 40 boats, the
resulting basin was much larger than
needed. That proved to be fortunate
a half century later after the explosive
growth of recreational yachting.
Whether because of bravado or
farsightedness, Bonfliglietti’s marvellous
breakwater is sized for a modern,
world-class marina. Bonfliglietti, who
in the 1920s also designed an aircraft
carrier for the Italian Navy (it was
never built), didn’t live to see Marina di
Loano nestled in the protection of his
breakwater, but he would undoubtedly
be delighted by the sight of 77m yachts
in his harbour.

Ownership structure
The marina is now owned and operated
by Unipol Group headquartered in
Bologna, Italy, one of Europe’s largest
insurance companies. Unipol also
owns and operates other businesses,
including property and exclusive
vineyards. Marino di Loano was
officially launched in June 2011.
Operational management has been
entrusted to Marine Partners, a
company that specialises in marina
management. The director of Marina
di Loano is Marco Cornacchia, a
former professional sailor with vast
international experience in nautical
management.

project engineer Marco Pittori of
Interprogetti SpA. Thanks to Filippo
Bonfliglietti’s 900m long breakwater,
there was space to work in.
They moved the marina’s transient
moorage (100 berths) to the other side
of the basin. In addition, a number of
the smaller berths were removed. This
left room for the marina to build seven
superyacht berths - from 55 to 77m built to the exacting standards of quality
the superyacht customer demanded.
The redesign accomplished two
key goals. Firstly, larger berths would
generate more revenue. Secondly,
they believed that attracting dramatic
superyachts to the marina would raise
the image of the property.
The marina’s original pontoons are a
combination of concrete flotation and
steel truss bracing, a traditional system
often seen in the Mediterranean. A
typical module consists of evenlyspaced concrete floats attached

Marine Partners was familiar with
superyacht moorings around the
world, including Port Forum in
Barcelona and Yacht Club Costa
Smeralda Marina on Virgin Gorda in
the British Virgin Islands. Staff spent
two months at the marina on Virgin
Gorda and became familiar with the
custom-designed, super-sized, onepiece modules manufactured and
installed by Bellingham Marine. They
wanted a similar system for Loano,
and not just the pontoons. Marina di
Loano envisioned a fully dedicated
superyacht facility in every way. They
chose Bellingham Marine’s licensee
in Europe, CM Ferrer, because they
knew that with Bellingham’s backing
the company would be able to manage
the challenges inherent in a superyacht
project.
Chris Lamont is operations and
technical manager for CM Ferrer.
“The pontoons we built for Marina di
Loano are a marked improvement
from the marina’s original pontoons in
size and stability,” he said. “They have
more load-carrying capacity and a
higher freeboard better suited to the

The marina has a spacious private beach area with Mediterranean-style amenities.

Planning the remodel
Management determined that the
starting mix of 10m to 40m berths
planned in early 2000 was too small
for the current market. For this reason
the team began to re-evaluate the
configuration of the marina with their
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The pool on the ‘upper deck’ of the clubhouse with the control tower in
Lighting up time. The yacht club has a very special ambience at
the background.
night.
The docks are accented by bespoke
hulls of superyachts. Additionally, it
holiday experience. The weather is so
gangways and are dotted with bespoke,
was important to the owner that CM
favourable in Loano that the marina is
polished-steel service pedestals. Ample
Ferrer had the expertise to build the
open all year. Assistance with docking
superyacht power is provided in the
curved walkway in a true arc for the
is available around the clock.
new section along with a full menu of
pontoon structures just inside the
amenities, including a dedicated Wi-Fi
curved breakwaters. In conjunction
system for the marina. The pile-cap
with Bellingham’s engineers at ADAC
The marina’s large finger pier berths
lighting is solar powered.
Structures, every pontoon and fixture
are believed to be a first for Italy. Marina
was custom designed and built
di Loano management know that Medspecifically for the conditions and
moorage is still the dominant system
in Europe and is favoured because it
Marina di Loano
takes up less space in the basin, but
offers an experience
they believe they can charge a bit more
to appeal to people
because of the quality and convenience
from all countries,
of the moorings. Maintenance and
not just Italians. The
cleaning are more convenient and
marina has been
finger pier berths are very easy to
developed to attract
manoeuvre into and out of in windy
people who love the
conditions making them family-friendly
sea and enjoy sports.
and favoured by crew of all levels of
In keeping with the
experience.
‘destination within a
destination’ theme,
There are additional benefits that are
a spacious beach is
consistent with the Marina di Loano
part of the marina.
experience. There is more privacy from
The complex has a
boat to boat and it’s generally more
quiet and peaceful than crowded sea
Guests explore the new extension during an official opening event. five-star boutique
hotel, restaurants, an
walls. Management also believes that
operational specification in the Loano
upscale sailing club, tennis courts and
yacht owners used to marinas in Miami,
Port.”
a golf course ten minutes away.
Ft Lauderdale and the Caribbean will

Finger pier berthing

Holiday destination

Spadolini’s artistry can be seen
in the new section of the marina.

The shops and restaurants in Loano
and western Liguria complete the

Guest room in the yacht club’s boutique hotel.
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prefer the finger pier berths in Marina
di Loano.
The yacht club lounge sports a stylish interior.
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